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Discussion coverage
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Reggie - diamond open access focusing on addressing the 
challenges that African authors have in getting published

Jill will examine the model developed by UCT Libraries

Sai will demonstrate through the publishing practice at UCT 
on how diamond open access can enhance dissemination 
and accessibility of African scholarship



Context
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Birth of open access - philanthropic purpose of sharing scholarship

Budapest Declaration - bi-directional flow of information

Emergence of double-dipping

Architects of the movement succumb to a different level of greed

Wealthy researchers and the wealthy research regions – this worked
for them

Global south - further marginalized

Shift from geographic colonialization knowledge colonialism



Characteristics of diamond open access
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Social justice
Diamond open access in Africa must be underpinned by social justice 

principles
Need to deconstruct historical barriers and then reconstruct a new 

publishing ecosystem
Need to deconstruct systemic biases such as geographic bias, 

language bias, editorial and peer-review bias
DOA journals which are managed by academic communities, 

institutions, or non-profit organizations
Academic communities must be able to set their own agendas and 

priorities
Commitment to empowering marginalized voices



Characteristics of diamond open access

5

Non-Commercialization
 Explicitly avoids profit-driven motives
 About ensuring that scholarly communication is driven by 

academic values rather than commercial interests
 DOA embodies the principles of making knowledge freely 

available without commercial interests
 DOA and non-commercialization aim to make scholarly 

research more accessible, equitable, and driven by the 
needs of the academic community rather than profit 
motives



Characteristics of diamond open access
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Equity and inclusivity 
 Equity before equality

Need for prioritization in the distribution of resources and opportunities
based on needs and circumstances before the sameness in treatment

Call for playing field between the haves and have nots to give greater
meaning and value to equality

By fostering a more equitable and inclusive academic publishing
environment, diamond open access plays a crucial role in advancing
social justice within the global scholarly community



Context
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 Peer review bias
 Inherent bias dominated by reviewers and editors from the Global North

 Africans have the best chance of being accepted for selective publication 
if they are co-authored by colleagues in the Global North

 Commercial publishers are using peer review as a benchmark for 
excellence BUT this purpose is used strategically to support their brand 
as it is the brand that earns them the profit

Geographic bias
 Geographic bias in the publishing ecosystem has become the norm

 UCT conceptualised, developed and rolled-out the continental platform 
to give back to academics, editors, journal editorial boards and librarians 
control of the publishing ecosystem

Bias in publishing
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 Academic rigour is not compromised
 Adoption of diamond open access model
 Advancement of diversity, equity and inclusion
 Commitment to adhering to social justice principles
 Commitment to nurturing the next generation of African researchers
 Commitment to growing African research output
 Promotion of unhindered participation in the dissemination of African 

scholarship
 Improvement in the visibility and discoverability of African scholarship
 Enhancing institutional reputation through showcasing of their research 

output
 Enhancing institutional prestige through showcasing of their research 

output
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Core principles



Guidelines are developed for long-term inclusion in indexes such as 
SCOPUS, Web of Science and DOAJ

Eventual inclusion into these indexes

Critically important for new titles to ensure veracity, authenticity and 
academic rigour en route to national and international recognition and 
accreditation
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Benchmarking 



APOS was developed around the concept of a tenant model
Model offers each participating institution the opportunity 
to retain their identity
Look and feel of  journals and books will be reflective of 
the institution
About participating institutions taking ownership
Prestige of the participating institution needs to be upheld 
which we believe the platform delivers
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Tenant model
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Published 26 monographs and publishes six journals
Two of the six journals (https://journals.uct.ac.za/) are included in the 

Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ) - Journal of Construction 
Business and Management and Journal of African Real Estate 
Research

Other South African institution - is the Durban University of 
Technology

First non-South African university to adopt the platform is the 
University of Namibia

Three universities in Zimbabwe and one in Cameroon 
Training sessions have been done for institutions in Ghana and 

Nigeria
Post conference workshop - African Library and Information 

Associations and Institutions funded by the Hewlett Foundation
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UCT’s publications on APOS 



Book publishing and journal publication programme

 Libraries in the publication process
 Disruptor of the commercial model and proponent of diamond 

open access
 Benefits

 Authors
 Institutions
 Society

 Two mainstreamed Presses at UCT Libraries
 UCT Libraries Press – textbooks, conference proceedings, journals, 

research – based books
 UCT Press – research books
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Downloads of UCT Libraries Press publications for the 
period August 2023 – June 2024
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Marketing to South African Consumers:
 Previous year downloads = 69 185

Constitutional Law for 
Students:
 Previous year 

downloads = 69 685
 All time downloads 

since March 2020: 245 
601 from > 150 
countries
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JARER (June 2018 – present)
 +- 60 000 article downloads
 from 161 countries

JCBM (August 2017 – present)
 +- 75 000 article downloads
 from 172 countries
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